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Social Studies Pair-Sharing and Discussion 
Guidelines
Saline Middle School, Michigan

Topic: Adolescent Literacy

Practice: Engaging Text Discussion

This social studies lesson PowerPoint focuses on the use of text discussion 

strategies to develop student understanding of the experiences of 

Chernobyl survivors. Laurie Erby, a seventh-grade social studies teacher, 

starts the lesson by modeling the “Talk to the Text” strategy to help 

students organize, question, refl ect, and summarize their reading. 

Students then are asked to individually read the Chernobyl Survivor 

Stories1 and to use this strategy to jot down marginal notes, questions, 

observations, and other thoughts related to the text. 

This individual activity is followed by partner sharing so students can hear 

and compare other perspectives, and the writing of a summary to share 

with their small groups during further discussions. Erby provides a group 

share-out protocol to guide students through the group text discussions. 

The lesson concludes with individual class presentations and an 

opportunity for students to engage in a question-and-answer period to 

1   The “Chernobyl Survivor Stories” are taken from a book entitled, Voices of Chernobyl: 
Survivors’ Stories by Svetlana Alexievich. The stories were aired on National Public Radio 
on April 21, 2006 for the 20th anniversary of the disaster. They can be viewed or listened 
to online at http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=5355810.
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ask questions, comment, and clarify their understanding. In addition, students write personal reflections 

on what they had read and heard previously about the Chernobyl accident and what they know now about 

this event as a result of their current reading and discussions about survivors’ experiences.2 Students are 

evaluated based on their note-taking examples, summaries, discussion group work ethic, and reflections that 

pull together facts from the stories and related classroom activities and reading. 

The PowerPoint includes the text discussion and partner share guidelines, student assignments and 

responsibilities during small group discussion and whole-group share out, and evaluation rubric that provides 

the framework for this lesson. 

The Reflections on Chernobyl student example shows one student’s personal reflection, summary for small 

group discussion, and note-taking during the individual reading of the survivor story. 

2  This lesson is a follow up to Chapter 16, Invisible Borders: Transboundary Pollution in Europe, in Geography Alive! Regions and 
People created by the Teachers’ Curriculum Institute (TCI) in partnership with the National Council for Geographic Education, 
http://www.teachtci.com/programs/high/ga-regions-and-people/.
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Ch b lCh b lChernobylChernobyl

Survivor StoriesSurvivor Stories

What do you notice?What do you notice?

A month after the explosion, Chernobyl employees head off A month after the explosion, Chernobyl employees head off 

by bus to work in a highly contaminated environment.by bus to work in a highly contaminated environment.
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Survivor StoriesSurvivor Stories

Individually read your survivor’s storyIndividually read your survivor’s storyIndividually read your survivor s storyIndividually read your survivor s story
Talk to the Text as you read (10 min.)Talk to the Text as you read (10 min.)
Partner up with someone who read the Partner up with someone who read the 
same story same story -- same color handoutsame color handout

Share your thoughts about the story withShare your thoughts about the story withShare your thoughts about the story withShare your thoughts about the story with
each other (5 min)each other (5 min)

Color GroupColor Group ResponsibilitiesResponsibilities

•• Gather together withGather together with everyoneeveryone from yourfrom your•• Gather together withGather together with everyoneeveryone from yourfrom your
same color groupsame color group

•• Share thoughts on the story you readShare thoughts on the story you read
•• Discuss Discuss main ideasmain ideas and and selections from selections from 

the textthe text to share with your discussion to share with your discussion 
groupgroup

•• Everyone should complete a Everyone should complete a summary summary 
formform to share with your discussion groupto share with your discussion group
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Summary FormSummary Form

Discuss the Discuss the main ideasmain ideas andand selections from the selections from the 
texttext that you feel are most important to share with that you feel are most important to share with y py p
your discussion group. Use the following questions your discussion group. Use the following questions 
to help guide you to help guide you –– not all of these questions may not all of these questions may 
pertain to your survivor’s story. Use bullet points pertain to your survivor’s story. Use bullet points 
to help you organize your thoughts.to help you organize your thoughts.

1.  Describe the person you read about.1.  Describe the person you read about.p yp y

2.  Describe his/her experiences.2.  Describe his/her experiences.

Discussion Group Share OutDiscussion Group Share Out
ProtocolProtocol

One member shares his/her summary of theirOne member shares his/her summary of their
victim’s story while other members listen - 2 
minutes
Listeners ask clarifying questions and presenter 
answers them – 1 minute
Repeat this process until every one has had a 
chance to share
Use discussion questions to help lead your 
discussion of the experiences you have just 
heard
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Group Discussion QuestionsGroup Discussion Questions

What led to the disaster?What led to the disaster?What led to the disaster?What led to the disaster?
What might have been done to prevent this accident? What might have been done to prevent this accident? 
What was done to protect the people living in the What was done to protect the people living in the 
surrounding area?  surrounding area?  
What was done to protect the people of Europe?What was done to protect the people of Europe?
What might have been done to protect people?What might have been done to protect people?
What similarities did you notice in your victim’s What similarities did you notice in your victim’s 
stories?stories?
What are your thoughts about all of this?What are your thoughts about all of this?

Pulling it all together… Pulling it all together… 
Individual ReflectionsIndividual Reflections

Reflect on what you have read and heardReflect on what you have read and heardReflect on what you have read and heardReflect on what you have read and heard
about the Chernobyl accidentabout the Chernobyl accident
Write a personal reflection on what you Write a personal reflection on what you 
now know about this eventnow know about this event
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Evaluation FormEvaluation Form
Talking to the TextTalking to the Text –– example exhibits a strong effort to example exhibits a strong effort to 
connect with and make meaning of the survivor story.connect with and make meaning of the survivor story.
Summary Summary –– work exhibits key talking points to share work exhibits key talking points to share 
with discussion group as well as 2 relevant quotations with discussion group as well as 2 relevant quotations 
from the text.from the text.
Discussion Group Work Ethic Discussion Group Work Ethic –– group followed protocol group followed protocol 
when sharing survivor stories and discussion questions, when sharing survivor stories and discussion questions, 
stayed on task throughout work sessionsstayed on task throughout work sessionsy gy g
ReflectionReflection –– pulled together facts from story and related pulled together facts from story and related 
activities and reading in class to complete a quality activities and reading in class to complete a quality 
reflection on the Chernobyl accident.reflection on the Chernobyl accident.

______Total Points/40Total Points/40
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